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the Nubian sun, is able to certify that his copies have been made with the 
greatest care, and the honors which this young student has already received 
from his University are a sufficient guarantee of his linguistic accomplish- 
ments. D. Randall-MacIver. 

Through Timbuctu and Across the Great Sahara. An account of an 
adventurous journey of exploration from Sierra Leone to the source of the 
Niger, following its course to the bend at Gao and thence across the Great 
Sahara to Algiers. By Capt. A. H. W. Haywood. 349 pp. Map, ills., index 
J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1912. $3.50. 9x6. 

The journey began at Freetown, and the first stage was made by the Sierra 
Leone R.R. to Pendembu ; then followed the long trail to Gao, part of which 
was by caravan and part by river craft, and finally from Gao across the 
Sahara to Biskra by means of the camel. The second stage of the journey 
through the western Sudan was taken leisurely, and as the best hunting grounds 
of the trip were here, the book contains many accounts of the exploits of the 
sportsman. The chapters are full, too full in fact, of detail of every charac- 
ter: cotton growing, secret societies, marriage customs, bush fires, bird life, 
native music, tribal marks, superstitions, smuggling ; so that the reader is 
turned first in one direction and then in another, with but a fleeting glimpse of 
each picture, until at the end he finds that while he has been highly entertained, 
he has no strong impression, as the result of his reading. The desert trip, a 
distance of nearly 1,600 miles, which was covered in seventy-five days, is more 
faithfully described. Robert M. Brown. 

Notes on Some Languages of the Western Sudan, including 24 unpub- 
lished vocabularies of Barth, extracts, from correspondence regarding Richardson's 
and Barth's expeditions, and a few Hausa riddles and proverbs. By P. Askell 
Benton, viii and 304 pp. Oxford University Press, London, igT2. 7s. 6d. 7x5. 

A most agreeable surprise lies within this little volume, a store of hitherto 
unpublished details of the expeditions of Richardson and Barth into Africa 
south of the Barbary States. The author has had the opportunity to ransack the 
state papers of the Record Office in London and has unearthed a very con- 
siderable mass of information which will be found extremely illuminative of 
the conditions of these expeditions. This will be found of particular value as 
filling in the gaps of Barth's narrative. At the time when his work was pub- 
lished there were reasons in external polity why some of his information 
should be withheld, but no attempt was made to preserve for future use this 
omitted material. These memoranda, many of them not intended for publi- 
cation, contain much which it did not then suit the British authorities to allow 
to be made known. When applied to their proper places in Barth's narrative 
it will be seen that this new information is a valuable supplement. 

The linguistic material varies widely in importance. It comprises more or 
less complete records of 172 words in twenty-four languages of inner Africa, 
and has "hitherto never been accessible. Some of these languages have received 
more extended treatment by later explorers. Others have been overlaid by the 
recent encroachments of the trade language of the Hausa, and in the greater 
convenience of the latter the vernacular has become obsolete. 

William Churchill. 

ASIA 
A Half Century Among the Siamese and the Lao. An Autobiog- 
raphy. By Daniel McGilvary. 435 pp. Map, ills., index. Fleming H. Revell, 
New York, 1912. $2. 8^x5^. 

Here is no pretence of geographical record, a matter with which this pio- 
neer missionary concerned himself not at all. But just because he was a mis- 
sionary he felt called upon to pioneer along paths which led him to inner and 
north Siam, even to its border. Just because his journeys were filled with dif- 
ficulty he was forced to observe the difficulties and the causes from which they 
arose, and when observed and accounted for they were recorded in his journals. 
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It was an odd turn of affairs which made so many of the earlier missionaries 
recorders of geography. Foreign missions were a new venture of faith; not 
wholly accepted by the churches, they had to prove their way; each missioner, 
therefore, was largely dependent for his support upon his ability to write an 
interesting account of his labors and the field in which they were prosecuted 
which might be read at the "monthly concerts" and thus win contributions for 
his cause. In this volume, summing up his half century of activity in Siam, 
Dr. McGilvary clung very sedulously to the text of his letters written while 
events were fresh. It results that the work must take immediate place as the 
fundamental record of our earliest knowledge of the formerly independent 
states which, under his observing eye, became the northern provinces of Siam. 
The sum of the strictly geographical information is remarkably large. 

William Churchill. 

The Japanese Nation, Its Land, Its People and Its Life. With 
Special Consideration to Its Relations with the United States. By Inazo Nitobe. 
xiii and 334 pp. Map, index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, igi2. $1.50. 8x5^. 

No geographer, and still less no layman, should consider his judgment of 
the Japanese nation down to date and well balanced who has not read this 
unprejudiced volume. The author writes with a source of knowledge that is 
first hand, and presents his material with a flow of language that is of 
unusual literary merit and full of intensive meaning. There are twelve 
chapters representing as many lectures delivered in six American universities 
in 191 1-12, during which period Dr. Nitobe was exchange professor in this 
country. While every chapter is worthy of special note, Chapter 5 on " Relig- 
ious Beliefs" and Chapter 11 on "The Relation Between the United States 
and Japan " call for particular mention. Perhaps no phase of Japanese life 
is so universally misunderstood as the religious attitude. It is doubtful whether 
one can find a clearer exposition of Shinto and Buddhism in Japan, than in 
Chapter 5. 

One lecture delivered at Leland Stamford Junior University, not included 
in the twelve, appears as an appendix, owing to the " local allusions " con- 
tained therein. An outline map of the Pacific Ocean and bordering lands, 
with sailing routes between American, Asiatic and Australian ports, follows 
the appendix. An index completes this valuable contribution to our study of 
the world's nations. Eugene Van Cleef. 

The Sea Road to the East. Gibraltar to Wei-hai-wei. Six Lectures. By 

A. J. Sargent, vii and 124 pp. Maps, ills. George Philip & Son, Ltd., London, 
1912. is. 7/^x5^- 

This little volume containing six lectures descriptive of critical points 
en route from the Mediterranean to China, and accompanied by a few photo- 
graphs, is quite instructive. The photographs are reproductions of some of 
the lantern slides that have been prepared to accompany the lectures. 

Because the text refers to slides not before the reader, some of the state- 
ments are not as clear as they might be. However, the vivid style offsets this 
handicap in most cases and the attention is held throughout. The discussions 
in general present excellent geographic material for the average lay reader. 
Of course advanced literary style and completeness of information are almost 
of necessity lacking; on the other hand, its simplicity of portrayal is in its 
favor. 

An outline map of the world (with a photograph of Valetta on the reverse 
side) showing ocean routes from Europe to the Orient serves as a frontis- 
piece. Eugene Van Cleef. 

AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA 

Kaiser-Wilhelms-Land. Beobachtungen und Erlebnisse in den Urwaldern 
Neuguineas. Von Dr. Eugen Werner, xiv and 314 pp. Map, ills., index. 

B. Herder, St. Louis, Mo., igii. $2.35. 9^x6^. 

The strength of this valuable yet wholly unpretentious volume in its 
exposition of a field scarcely touched, lies in the vivacity of the author's obser- 



